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Plan of the chalets in the field behind
Beacon Hnuse
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John Blackburn’s daughter, Mary, took over the tenancy in 1947

with her husband, Lawrence Jackson, and they remained there

until 1958, when the Blackburn family link with Jenny’s Cottage
finally came to an end after nearly 50 years. It appears from the
article below that the new generation of car users allowed penple.--'
to come from further afield with their own provisions and this =
may have led to less custom at Jenny’s Cottage.,




s == ~ From 1958 until 1972 the land was farmed by Reg Marston. He

VAN u"EVli'T' continued to allow use of the field behind Jenny’s Cottage for
el .V SITE - caravans and holiday chalets. In August 1963 an order was made
Counci “’:ph;’l::ﬂhﬂn heard . by Aireborough Council to discontinue the Beacon House caravan
o el Ot Oy ﬁ“nlwmuiry g site. The land had to be be cleared by December 31st 1963.
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Mr Fred Atkinson and his wife ran the 'Surpﬁe View Cafe from "_359, puss'i'b'l} until about 1970. &
_ They lived down in Otley, but would open up the cafe at weekends to provide refreshments for

~ visitors to the Chevin top. Sadly, they were the last people to provide such a service after a
history of about 150 years.




In 1972 the Sam Chippendale Foundation bought the

cottage and the surrounding land on the Chevin Top,
together with the White House property lower down the
Chevin, to safeguard it all for the people of Otley. Sam
Chippendale was a former estate agent from Otley who
became a successful property developer. He established _
the Arndale Shopping Centres in the 1960’s with his # |
partner Arnold Hagenbach and was keen that the people

of Otley should benefit from his good fortune.

£

By 1976 local people were becoming

very concerned and saddened at the

dilapidated and dangerous state the

cottage had been allowed to get into,

The building had been badly vandalised — SSSE=as &

and stones and slates removed. : -

Reluctantly, Otley Town Council decided ::%

that it should be completely demolished. C B 'f-‘—"
S g TSRS
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_ By the end of 1976, Jenny’s Cottage was
no more. The stone was used to build

the Aireborough Flower Fund Homes at
gl Guiseley and some also went to Hilton
i % Grange School at Bramhope.
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The site was still owned by the Sam
Chippendale Foundation and at the
beginning of 1977 they submitted a
planning application to erect a new
detached house on the top of the
Chevin. This was refused on the
grounds that “it would be an
unwarranted intrusion into an area
of natural beauty”. The Foundation
subsequently decided to sell the
whole of their holdings on the Chevin.
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BOUILT OF STOMNE FROM
JENNY'S COTTAGE
To COMMEMORATE THE

SILVER JUBILEE
oF
H.M.QUEEN ELizABETH |,

1977
BY THE PEOPLE OF OTLEY

The site was tidied up and a
decision made to build a
Rangefinder where Jenny’s
Cottage once stood.

There had been a map
board somewhere near here
from 1928, possibly until
the Second World War, when
it was removed to avoid
being used as a landmark.

Shown here is a drawing of
_ what it could look like by

~ + the former Head Forester, .
Reg Rawling.
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The preaent Rangeﬁnder was built as a prnject led by Edward Winpenny
in his presidential year of The Rotary Club of Otley, 1977.
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MEMORIES OF A LAST RESIDENT

“My name is Keith Jackson. | am 68 and | was one of the
last residents of Jenny’s Cottage. My parents were
Lawrence and Mary Jackson, my grandparents were John
and Edith Blackburn and my great grnndpurents were Senior
and Hannah Blackburn. | moved up there in 1947 during the
big snow and we stayed there untn‘ round about 1958 or 59
when we moved down to Otley.”

I e

“It was a hard life. We had no electricity, no sanrtﬂtrnn, no
running water. We had all the water to fetch up in milk churns
from a well down in the bottom of the yard round the back of
the barn. It was pumped up by a hand pump. In the winter, if it
was severe, it froze up and sometimes father had to go with the
horse and sledge to neighbouring farms to get cans of water for
the animals and for use in the house.

The toilets were down the bottom of the yard as well. If it was
snowing or raining we got wet and cold running down there.
Electricity was never heard of. It was all done by paraffin tilley
lamps. Cooking was done on one of the old fashioned Yorkist
ranges. We also had a big two burner industrial paraffin stove.
We used to put a big copper urn on top on a weekend for Mum to POEe nd Mary Jackson vt
boil water to make teas for the people who came to the cafe.” B e &t iees el
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“We had a kitchen where the stone ‘dial’ stands now. At the back of that kitchen there used
to be a store room where the stairs went to go upstairs to the bedrooms. In the corner of the
kitchen to the left as you look towards Otley there were some steps that went downstairs to a
little cellar where we kept all the milk, vegetables and everything. At the front, the room to
the right was our sitting room in the winter, and through the summer it was a tea room. We
had two tea rooms. At the back there was another tea room.

Upstairs we had four bedrooms, one where we used to be able to walk out onto the roof of the
barn that was built onto the side of the house. Many a time Mum put us to bed and we got
dressed and nipped out of the window onto the barn roof, causing problems again!

At the weekend help used to come from relations. They would come and stay with all their
children. Sometimes there would be four in a bed, two at the top and two at the bottom, but

we enjoyed iIt.”
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“The tea room was open all the time. It used to be very
popular and very busy. Most people used to walk there
from Otley, Guiseley and Yeadon. Visitors from Leeds
would catch the tram to Guiseley and walk up.
When you came out of the house on the right hand side
there used to be a little wooden hut that we called the
3 ‘pop shop’. We had our own way of getting in there. We
.~ just moved some boards and sneaked in. We used to sell
‘Scotspop’ - dandelion and burdock, cherryade, orange
and lemonade.
- We would spend hours and hours picking bilberries in the
. summer for Mum to make pies - bilberry pie or bilberry
* and apple pie were the favourites.”

i

“Opposite the door of the house
there was a structure that we used
to call the ‘landmark’. It was like
an underground store. It was built
properly, tunnelled, all stone, just
like a black hole. We would fill it
up with wood so all the wood was
kept dry - and ready for Bonfire
Night. In the winter between there
and the roof of the house would
fill up with snow. There is a photo
of my grandad standing where he
had to dig the snow out of the
En?rﬁay su;H:e could ge:t uqt._ € - . L R e O T
“When it was the Queen’s Coronation they had a big bonfire up there. Mum made hundreds of
ham and tongue sandwiches in bread cakes and put them in big boxes, but it absolutely poured
down. Nobody came. We were eating ham sandwiches for weeks and had to throw a lot away.”
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“It was very much a working farm. We had to help father on the farm
as we got older, haymaking and looking after the animals. Round the
back of the house there was a big barn and there was a mistal where

we could tie about 15 cows up. At the back of that was what we used

to use as a loose box where young calves could run free. u
As you walk up from the car park, on the left hand side there used to

be four piggeries where we kept pigs. We had two horses. We had

five fields at the back of the house. We just used to do hay, turnips

and things for animal feeds. When we were children we used to have =

a donkey and cart and | had a little Shetland pony.”
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“In the wintertime when we couldn’t get the van out to go
shopping we would go down to Chevin End with the horse and
sledge and catch Sammy Ledgard’s bus to Otley and come back
the same way. We would do that on a Friday.”

Mary Jackson with her three sans [the
boy on the far right Is Robert Slater, the J‘_
san of Eric Slater)

=

“I remember the caravans and wuaden bungafnws in the frefd from
a very early age. Some had a little garden in front of them and
some people lived in them all the time. Grandma (Edith Blackburn)
lived in one, Uncle Cyril lived in one and at the top of the field Eric
and Edith Slater lived in one. Someone called Barraclough had one
in frant nf the Royalty that was an old railway carriage.” '

“We hnd a gaan‘ | rfe up there They were en juyubfe times and /
W would do it again. It was a big part of my hfe a big part of me.
ﬁ What more of a pfaygrnund could yau have in your back yard?”
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Excerpts from the 1977 Radio Leeds programme
"Those were the days' about Otley, featuring Jane
Slater (daughter of Senior Blackburn)

One landmark on the Chevin overlooking Otley is
Jenny's Cottage. It is now a ruin and the roof is
gone, The time was that you could get a nice tea
there, probably served by Jane Blackburn or Mrs
Slater as she is now. (Voice of Peter Hawkins,
interviewer)

Mrs Slater, when did you actually move up to the
Chevin?

“On the 13th April 1910"
What sort of teas did you serve?

“Oh, ham and eggs was our speciality. It was
fried ham, two eggs, white bread, brown bread,
sweet cake, home made, with marmalade also
home made and a pot of tea for half a crown.”

It was quite a hard life, wasn't it?

“It was a hard life, because we had to work hard
while the season was on, but it was a very long
winter. | have seen it with the snow to the top of
the walls.”

The house is actually built into the rock isn't it?

“Yes, it is. At the west side the house is built
into the rocks, only the roof shows of the house.”

| ol

OLD OTLEY
M Jane Blater of Craft
. off Bondgate., Oiley.
fontiires I WO mmes

BB Rad!o Leads, =tart-
tninotrow . (Satundlig),
in which xhe t1alkas about
old Ofley. Mrs Slater wili
talk sbout Jenny's Oottage,
the old lnndmark at the ton
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for a quaster of n
tniil the 1830
:Iar t‘ﬂiii' mnh'hﬁ Jl:v.nﬁntli:lem
pork . butcher In ey
farmed. om the Chevin and
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You must have had to dig yourselves out,

“It is funny. We never had much snow round the
front of the house. With that building opposite it
seemed to make a passage across the front of the
house, but just past that building it used to be
terribly thick and down the yard it used to be thick,
but round the house it wasn't.”

“I've walked down to Otley when it has been up to
my knees nearly. We had to do when we were short
of stuff because we couldn't bring the horse and cart
out because going down East Chevin it would be all
ice. We had to carry everything up even for the
cattle and the hens, me and my father and my
brother. My father always carried two big
handkerchiefs and he had one filled with stuff at the
back and one at the front over his shoulder. He once
bought some oranges and the handkerchief gave and
the oranges went down to the bottom of the wood.
He went down and picked them up and brought them
up again and whether he hadn't tied them tight
enough | don't know, but down they went again.”

You live in Croft Place now in the middle of Otley and
if you walk out of the door you can see your old
house.

' “It breaks my heart to see it now. | can step out of

my door and see my old home and now it is a shell,
just the front left. It breaks my heart. The square at
the top, that was the bedroom where my son was
born, and it's gone like that. There won't be
anybody living in Otley, or anywhere, that
remembers Chevin without that house. Why they let
it go | do not know, because it's been a landmark for
ages and ages."”
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